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Leccién XIV — MAS PROGRESIVOS

GRAMATICA: The past progressive tense

L Inlesson XIII you learned that the present progressive tense is used to describe an action that
is going on right now. The same idea can be applied to the past. Instead of using the simple
imperfect, we use the past progressive tense to emphasize that the action was in progress at a
particular moment in the past. To form the past progressive tense, combine the imperfect
tense form of estar with the present participle of the verb.

Yo estaba estudiando.
Estabas hablando por teléfono.
Paco estaba comiendo.
Estdbamos escuchando 1a radio.
Uds. estaban corriendo.

1 was studying.

You were talking on the phone.
Paco was eating.

We were listening to the radio.
You were running.

A. Write in the blanks the proper past progressive form of the verb in the model sentence.

MopEeLo: Paco estaba comiendo tacos.
, 3
Ud.yyo__@stabamos Comiendo tacos.

1. Paco estaba comiendo tacos.
Yo tacos.
Mis amigos tacos.
ud. tacos.
Tiyyo tacos.
Ta tacos.

2. Anita estaba nadando en la piscina.
Uds. en la piscina.
Yo en la piscina.
Ta en la piscina.
Mi amigo en la piscina.
Nosotros en la piscina.

B. Rewrite the following sentences. Change the verd from the present progressive to the

past progressive tense.

MobeLo:  Estoy hablando espafiol. £S5 ndo pio/ :

1. ;Estascantando?

2. Estamos visitando a Anita.
3. Paco estd comiendo.

4. Estoy mirando la television.
S. (Estian Uds. comiendo?
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C. Be creative! Write ten origi
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. ! nal Spanish sentences in th jve tense. Comy™
b . g in the past progressive
ine any subject you wish with the proper imperfect forl::n o? estar and any presen

participle. e
Yo wiP;h. Choose a present participle phrase from the list or use any other verb:

corriendo por ¢l parque . na
hablando espafol focando a guiars

jugando al baloncesto

Mooero: _Alberto estaba. jugando al balrcesto .
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10.
Answer the following questions. Use the present participle form of the verb illus-

trated.
MobELO: (Qué estabas haciendo? Eszzba [ggndo QI 90/ 1( .

1. {Qué estabas haciendo?

2. (Qué estaba haciendo Juan?

3. (Qué estaban haciendo Uds.?

4. (Quéestaban haciendo las chicas?

5. (Qué estaba haciendo Carmen?

Scanned by CamScanner



